
BALLOT TITLE
Statement of Subject: Initiative Measure 
1329 concerns support for amending the 
United States Constitution.

Concise Description: This measure would urge Washington’s Congressional 
delegation to propose amending the Constitution to clarify that Constitutional 
rights apply to natural persons not corporations and to authorize greater 
regulation of political contributions and expenditures.
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WARNING:  EVERY PERSON who signs 

this petition with any other than his or her 

true name, knowingly signs more than one 

of these petitions, signs this petition when 

he or she is not a legal voter, or makes any 

false statement on this petition may be 

BALLOT  MEASURE  SUMMARY
This measure would state that recent rulings by the United States Supreme 
Court that address limits on government power to regulate political 
contributions necessitate amendment of the federal Constitution. The 
measure would urge  Washington’s Congressional delegation to propose 
amendments to clarify that constitutional rights, including rights to free 
speech, apply only to natural persons and not to corporations, and to 
authorize federal and state governments to limit, and require disclosure of, 
political contributions and expenditures. 

MAIL TO (Before 6/20/2014):  WAmend · PO Box 17939 · Seattle, WA 98127      

INITIATIVE PETITION FOR SUBMISSION TO THE PEOPLE
To the Honorable Kim Wyman, Secretary of State of the State of 
Washington: We, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the State 
of Washington, respectfully direct that the proposed measure known 
as Initiative Measure No I-1329 and entitled “Statement of Subject: 
concerns support for amending the United States Constitution. Concise 
Description: This measure would urge Washington’s Congressional 
delegation to propose amending the Constitution to clarify that 
Constitutional rights apply to natural persons not corporations and to 
authorize greater regulation of political contributions and expenditures. 

Should this measure be enacted into law? Yes [] No[]” a full, true and 
correct copy of which is printed on the reverse side of this petition, 
be submitted to the legal voters of the State of Washington for their 
approval or rejection at the general election to be held on the fourth 
day of November, 2014;; and each of us for himself or herself says: 
I have personally signed this petition;; I am a legal voter of the State 
of Washington, in the city (or town) and county written after my name, 
my residence address is correctly stated, and I have knowingly signed 
this petition only once.

Paid for by WASHINGTON COALITION TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION

SHOULD THIS MEASURE BE ENACTED INTO LAW?   YES         NO



 

 and that, to the 

best of my knowledge, every person who signed this sheet of the foregoing petition knowingly and without any compensation or promise of compensation willingly 
signed his or her true name and that the information provided therewith is true and correct. I further acknowledge that under chapter 29A.84 RCW, forgery of signatures 
on this petition constitutes a class C felony, and that offering any consideration or gratuity to any person to induce them to sign a petition is a gross misdemeanor, such 

RCW 9A.46.020 applies to any conduct constituting harassment against a petition signature gatherer. This penalty does not preclude the victim from seeking any other 
remedy otherwise available under law.

NAME (signature)                                                                                                                 PHONE

HOME EMAIL                     THANK YOU very much! Shall we mail you more petitions?          How many?

MAILING ADDRESS
under “Initiative 1329 - Download Petition.” 

PETITION GATHERER, SIGN HERE!

(print)

New Section. Sec. 1. INTENT. 
This act declares that the people of Washington State 
support amending the US Constitution to reduce 
the in!uence of money on elections and govern-
ment policy. The amendment would overturn all U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions granting constitutional 
rights to corporations and other special interests, 
and would provide for regulation and disclosure 
of political contributions and spending, in order to 
ensure that no person or arti"cial legal entity gains 
undue in!uence over government as a result of 
money.

New Section. Sec. 2. FINDINGS. 
The people of the state of Washington "nd that:
1. “We the People” in the Preamble to the United 
States Constitution refers to natural, living, breathing 
persons. We, the people, have rights that are inher-
ent, inalienable, and protected in the Constitution.
2. Corporations and other arti!cial legal entities 
are separate and apart from human beings, and 
are nowhere mentioned in the United States 
Constitution. The primary purpose of most for-pro"t 
corporations is to generate pro"ts. Many large 
corporations (both foreign and domestic) invest 
in political campaigns to change or bypass regula-
tory law intended to protect the public. Therefore, 
corporate participation in the political process often 
con!icts with the public interest.
3. Using authority granted by the people, govern-
ments allow the creation of corporations and 
provide for their regulation. All privileges of any such 
arti"cial entity are therefore subject to regulation by 
government. There are no Constitutional provisions 
that give them immunity or protection from govern-
mental regulation. Constitutional rights and protec-
tions are solely for human beings.
4. The First Amendment of the Constitution 
grants each citizen the right to speak his or her 
mind in public without fear of censorship. Today’s 
U.S. Supreme Court has granted those free speech 
rights to corporate “persons.” Corporations cannot 
“speak” in the same way that people do; they use 
money to buy ads or hire proxies for electioneering 
purposes. The Court has, therefore, equated speech 
with money, encouraging unlimited political spend-
ing to in!uence government. The voices of wealthy 
individuals and special interests now dominate 
our political system. The speech of those with less 
money is drowned out.
The freedom to spend money on political speech, 
without limitation or regulation, overturns 100 years 
of legal precedent. Spending on elections is growing 
exponentially.
Money is clearly not speech (it is property), and we 
must overturn the erroneous notion that it is speech 
by amending the Constitution. No citizen should 
be denied equal access and ability to in!uence the 
political system based upon his or her economic 
status.
5. Anonymous funding of political speech prevents 
citizens from assessing the truth of anonymous ads 
or messages. People judge the truth of a message 
by their trust or faith in its source, and whether 
there is substantial bene"t to the speaker from their 
believing the message. The public has little ability to 
weigh the truth of a message whose funding source 
is unknown, and we cannot hold the sponsor of 
anonymous political speech accountable when the 
message proves false or misleading.

Corporations that express themselves politically 
should be held accountable by the public. Full and 
timely disclosure of the sources of support for candi-
dates and legislative measures is essential to e#ec-
tive governance in our political system.

6. The independent press, once focused on "nding 
and analyzing important election and legislation 
information for citizens, has been steadily taken 
over by large media enterprises whose primary goal 
is increasing pro"ts for shareholders. Unlimited, 
unidenti"ed political messages purchased in corpo-
rate media markets by large companies and wealthy 
contributors serve to increase corporate pro"ts for 
a limited segment of our society rather than to help 
create an informed citizenry.

7. Our representatives in government should be 
devoted to the important work that they were 
elected to perform and for which taxpayers pay their 
salaries. Our political parties and candidates should 
be developing policies that represent the interests 
and needs of all the people. The current system 
allows unlimited contributions to Political Action 
Committees (PACs) and unlimited and anonymous 
contributions to other non-pro"ts engaged in 
so-called ‘independent’ electioneering. Attack ads 
account for 80% of independent campaign expen-
ditures. This has resulted in candidates, political 
parties, and our elected representatives having to 
devote a signi"cant percentage of their time to 
courting very large donors in order to compete polit-
ically. Therefore, campaigns are often focused on the 
needs or opinions of wealthy donors, as opposed to 
those of the people.

8. Our election process should encourage the most 
quali"ed candidates to run, and should support fund- 
raising proportional to the actual support of people 
within the area they seek to represent. Instead, 
recent court decisions allowing virtually unlimited 
independent election spending and overly gener-
ous or unlimited direct campaign contributions 
have created a signi"cant barrier for "rst-time or 
independent candidates who are interested in 
public service, but have limited access to funding. 
As it stands today, such candidates can rarely raise 
su$cient funds to compete with incumbents and 
dominant party candidates who attract large donor 
resources to their campaigns, parties, PACs, or non-
pro"t groups making independent expenditures.

9. Over the last thirty years, several U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions, including Buckley v. Valeo, Citizens 
United v. Federal Election Commission (FEC), and 
SpeechNow.org. v. FEC , have severely hampered the 
ability of federal, state, and local governments to 
enact reasonable campaign "nance reforms that 
would allow for more equal political in!uence by all 
citizens.

10. It is our duty as citizens to defend against the 
corruption of our democracy, and to clarify the 
intent of our Constitution when the U.S. Supreme 
Court makes errors of interpretation. We have used 
Constitutional amendments to correct Supreme 
Court decisions seven times in our history as a 
nation. It is urgent that we do so once more. Sixteen 
states have passed resolutions, issued letters or 
passed initiatives calling on Congress to address the 
undue in!uence of corporations and the wealthy in 
our political systems. Sixteen Washington cities and 
counties have passed resolutions urging Congress to 
propose an amendment to the Constitution speci"-
cally clarifying that “money is not speech” and “corpo-
rations are not persons.” It is time for Washington 
State to join them.

New Section. Sec. 3. POLICY AND PROMOTION. 
The voters of the State of Washington urge immedi-
ate action by the current and future Washington 
State Congressional delegations to propose a joint 
resolution for an amendment to the United States 
Constitution clarifying that:

1. The rights of people protected by the 
Constitution of the United States are the rights of 
natural persons only.

2. All citizens should have an equal voice in the 
political process, and no person or arti"cial legal 
entity should gain undue in!uence over govern-
ment as a result of "nancial resources. Federal, 
state, and local governments must be fully 
empowered to regulate all political contributions 
and expenditures to meet this goal.

3. All political contributions and expenditures must 
be publicly disclosed in a full and timely manner.

The voters of the State of Washington further recom-
mend that the Washington State Congressional 
delegation, and Congress generally, include an 
amendment rati"cation method in such legislation 
that will best ensure that the people are heard and 
represented during the rati"cation process in every 
state.
The voters of the State of Washington also urge our 
current and future Washington State legislatures to 
ratify such an amendment when passed by Congress 
and delivered to the states for rati"cation. 
The Washington Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to immediately deliver copies of this initia-
tive, when enacted, to the following persons:
The Governor of the State of Washington, 
All current members of the Washington State 
Legislature, 
All current members of the United States Congress,  

and 
The President of the United States. 

New Section. Sec. 4. CONSTRUCTION. 
The provisions of this act are to be liberally construed 
to e#ectuate the intent, policies, and purposes of this 
act.

New Section. Sec. 5. SEVERABILITY. 
If any provision of this act or its application to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the act or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not a#ected.

New Section. Sec. 6. MISCELLANEOUS.
This act is known and may be cited as the “We the 
People Act.”

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1329
AN ACT regarding the in"uence of corporations and money in our political system.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

For questions or to get more 
petition forms, contact: 
wamendinfo@gmail.com

or visit
www.wamend.org


